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August memory verse: Romans 6:14-17 (NKJV)

14 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but
under grace.

15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace?
Certainly not!

16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey,
you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death,
or of obedience leading to righteousness?

17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed
from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered.

Commentary on Luke chapter 12, by Chuck Smith 8.21.22

We are dealing with the final month in the ministry of Jesus. He has returned to
Jerusalem. He will soon be leaving Jerusalem to go down to the area of the Jordan
River beyond Jericho. Where He will sort of absent Himself from the authorities, until
such a time as He comes back for the feast of the Passover, and makes His triumphant
entry on the Sunday before the feast of the Passover.

So in the mean time, when they were gathered together an innumerable multitude of
people (Luk 12:1),

They beginning to really press upon Him, and thronged Him. So bad were the crowds,
that they were stumping on one another, he began to say unto his disciples first of all,
Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy (Luk 12:1).

Now leaven was that yeast, actually, that they used in the baking of their bread. And it
caused the bread dough to rise by the process of fermentation. And so actually, it was a
rotting of the leaven or of the yeast that causes it as it rots to release these little bubbles
of air, which puff the bread up. And all you need is just a little bit of leaven within the
lump of dough, and that little leaven will exercise its influence upon the whole lump of
dough. The whole lump will be fermented by just a little peace of leaven. So they had
what they call their starters, like the sourdough. Where they put just a little bit of it into
the new dough, and they always save a part of it to put in the batch that they would
make tomorrow. And just a little leaven was all they needed to leaven the whole lump.

For there is nothing covered [Jesus said], that shall not be revealed; neither hid, that
shall not be known. Therefore, whatsoever ye have spoken in darkness shall be heard
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in the light; and that which you have spoken in the ear in closets shall be proclaimed
upon on the housetops (Luk 12:2-3).

Now | don't know that | appreciate that. There are some things that | have said in
confidence that | really don't want published abroad. But the Lord is really just telling us
basically to keep yourself open and straight, don't be hypocritical.

But this thing of saying one thing to a person's face, "Oh, you precious little darlings."
And then when you get alone say, "Did you see them? Can you believe that?" That 's
what Jesus said, this business of hypocrisy. How tragic that this is one of those evils

that seems to permeate the religious systems of men.

Beware of hypocrisy.
"That which is spoken in secret,"” Jesus said, "will be shouted from the housetops."

| say unto you my friends, Don't be afraid of those who can kill your body, and after that
they have no more that they can do. | will forewarn you whom you shall fear: Fear him,
which after he had killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, | say unto you, Fear him. Are
not five sparrows sold for two farthings (Luk 12:4-6),

Now two farthings equals about a penny, so sparrows aren't worth much.
and not one of them is forgotten before God? (Luk 12:6)

Though they are so insignificant, yet your Father God is concerned. Not one of them is
forgotten before God. God is very interested in you. Are not five sparrows sold for two
farthings, none are forgotten before God.

But even [He said] the very hairs of your head are numbered. Fear not therefore: for you
are of more value than many sparrows (Luk 12:7).

And so He is comforting now the disciples with the fact that the Father knows our
needs. The Father is concerned with us. The Father keeps interesting statistics about
you. He is concerned with even insignificant things of your life.

Also | say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of man
also confess before the angels of God: But he that denies me before men shall be
denied before the angels of God. And whosoever shall speak a word against the Son of
man, it shall be forgiven him: but unto him that blasphemes against the Holy Spirit it
shall not be forgiven (Luk 12:8-10).

Now these are things that we have studied in other gospels of the sayings of Jesus.
Luke is just sort of grouping together. And Jesus probably is just grouping together a
series of thoughts and principles that He has previously amplified upon. And so on
another occasion Jesus amplified this subject of the sin against the Holy Spirit and the
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blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. And in other places He amplified on the confessing
Him and denying Him.

Now when they bring you into the synagogues, and unto the magistrates, and the
authorities, take no thought how or what thing you are going to answer, or what you're
going to say: for the Holy Spirit shall teach you in the same hour what you ought to say
(Luk 12:11-12).

And so this divine inspiration of the Spirit in the moment of peril.

One of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my brother, that he divide the
inheritance with me. And Jesus said to him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider
over you? (Luk 12:13-14)

But he used the occasion to warn now against covetousness.

He said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth
not in the abundance of things he possesses (Luk 12:15).

This is an opposite of the popular conception of the world around you. As far as the
world around you is concerned, a man's life does consist in the abundance of things that
he possesses, and thus, men are trying to amass more things to themselves. But Jesus
is declaring that you've got to be careful of covetousness. Because a man's life does not
consist in the abundance of things he possesses. What then does a man's life consist
of? It consists of relationships, which are more important then possessions. For what
should it profit a man, if he should gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Your
relationship with God is more important and more valuable than all of the possessions
you could possibly amass to yourself. It is tragic that many people, in order to amass to
themselves vast possessions, many men who have been caught up with this
covetousness, because of their greed and covetousness, their drive to amass a fortune,
they have alienated themselves from any meaningful relationships. How many families
have been broken because the husband was so driven by that desire to get ahead, to
amass for himself vast possessions, that he neglected his relationships at home. How
many men have driven themselves until they had a heart attack. It's a very common
ailment among executives, men who drive themselves until they destroy their health.
And covetousness is something that just can't be satisfied. It will continue to drive you
harder, harder, harder, until it destroys those things that are important. Those things of
which life does consist, life's consistent relationships, primarily your relationship with
God, which then affects your relationship with others. And covetousness can destroy
these things. So beware of covetousness.

And then to illustrate it, He gave them a parable.
He said, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: And he thought within

himself, saying, What shall | do, because | have no room to bestow my fruits? And he
said, | know what I'll do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there | will
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bestow all my fruits and goods. And | will say to my soul, Soul, [you've got it made]
you've got a lot of goods laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, drink, and be
merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee
(Luk 12:16-20):

Interesting, the man's opinion of himself, and God's opinion of him. His opinion of
himself was: I've got it made. God's opinion of him was: thou fool. Now notice this: this
man was still in the dream state, not the fulfilled state. He had not yet built the bigger
barns; these were only plans. "As soon as | have the bigger barns, as soon as | fill
them, then | will be able to say: alright you've got it made, kick back, eat, drink, and be
merry. Take it easy; you've got it made." He never did arrive at that point.

| would dare say that when, if he had not died that night, and he had continued to live,
and he went ahead and tore down his barns and built the bigger barns and filled them,
that he still would not have been satisfied. And at that point could not have said, "Well,
you've got it made, kick back." Very few people ever arrive at that point in life. Where
they can say, "Well, | have enough." There is a proverb about those things that are
never full. And one of these is that desire, never full, never satisfied.

The question then, of course, is propounded by the Lord: "Tonight your soul is required
of you, so who is going to be able to enjoy all of the goods that you have amassed?"

whose shall these things be, which you have provided? So is he [the parable now is of
that man] who lays up treasures for himself, and is not rich toward God (Luk 12:20-21).

This is whom the parable is addressed to. Those people who have been so careful to
lay up treasures for themselves, but are not rich towards God. Their relationship with
God has suffered as a result or consequence.

And he said to his disciples, Therefore | say unto you, [don't be covetous] Take no
thought for your life, what you are going to eat; for your body, what you are going to put

on (Luk 12:22).

That is, take no anxious thought, or better translated, don't be worried about what you
are going to eat, or what you're going to wear. For life doesn't consist in things.

Life is more than meat, the body is more the clothes. Consider the ravens: for they
neither sow nor reap; which neither have store houses or barns; and God feeds them:
how much more are you better than the fowls? And which of you [by worrying] taking
anxious thought can add to his stature one cubit? (Luk 12:23-25)

Now if you're not able to do the simple things, then why are you worried about the rest?
Consider the lilies how they grow: they don't toil, nor do they spin (Luk 12:26-27);
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And, of course, the idea is the woman at the spindle, making the yarn, and making the
cloth and all. Using the spindle to make the threads to make to cloth, and the whole
thing.

But look at the lilies how they grow. They don't toil, they don't work, they fingers aren't
toiling, and working at the spindle.

yet, Solomon in all of his glory [with all of his wealth, with all of his grandeur] wasn't
dressed as beautifully as one of these. Now if God so dresses the grass, which today in
the field, and tomorrow is burned; how much more will he clothe you, O ye of little faith?
(Luk 12:27-28)

And so really in this whole area, Jesus is talking about life, and He is talking about the
Father's concern and care for His children. Sparrows are almost worthless little animals
in the sight of man. You can buy five of them for a penny from the little boys in the
streets. Yet, there is not a sparrow that falls to the ground, but your Father doesn't take
note of it. Your Father takes account of these little animals. Now if your Father takes
account of these little animals, how much more does He take account of you? He knows
the number of hairs on your head. And so you don't have to worry. You're going to have
problems, but don't sit down and dream up your little speeches what you are going to
say. The Holy Spirit will give you the words to say. The Father is going to take care of
you in every situation. And beware of this thing of covetousness. You don't have to
worry about the material things.

Now here is the answer to the whole thing, in verse 29, or going on from there.
And seek not what you are going to eat, or what you are going to drink, or be of a

worried mind. For all of these things do the nations of the world seek after: and your
Father knows that you have need of these things (Luk 12:29-30).

| like that: your Father knows all about you. And He knows you have to eat. He knows
that you got to wear clothes. He knows all about the issues in your life. Your Father
knows all about these things.

So rather [than seeking these things as the primary issues of life] seek first the kingdom
of God; and all of these things will be added to you. Don't fear, little flock; for it is your
Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom (Luk 12:31-32).

You don't have to worry about these things. You just seek the kingdom of God, because
it's the Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.

So sell what you have, and give to the poor; and provide yourselves bags which wax not
old, a treasure in the heavens that fails not, where no thief can approach, neither can
moth corrupt. But where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. And let your loins
be girded about, and your lights burning (Luk 12:33-35);
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This business of loins girded about is a phrase that was particular to their culture, for the
men wore long robes. And to work in a long robe is cumbersome. To run is
cumbersome. And so when a man was ready to go to work, he would pull his robe up
and tie a sash around it. Making it knee length, or above the knee length, rather than
down to his ankles. And this facilitated his ability to work or to run.

So Jesus is saying, "Prepare yourself for service, for work, gird up your loins. And let
your lights be burning."

And ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord (Luk 12:36),

Now here Jesus is giving to us a concept of life, which should be the concept of life of
every child of God. A person's concept of life is extremely important, because it
determines his attitude and his actions. People express their concepts of life with
various figures of speech. Life is a journey. Life is a race. Life is a war. Life is a party. A
man expresses his concept of life. Jesus said your concept of life should be, "Life is like
a servant waiting for his lord." That 's what your life should be. Like a servant who is
waiting for his lord, for his lord may appear unannounced at any time. Therefore, you
should be living your life with the anticipation of our Lord coming at any moment. And if
you do live your life with this expectation, it will markedly alter your actions and your
attitudes. Especially towards the worldly things, of which Jesus is just been speaking.

What is my attitude towards material things? What if the Lord comes tonight, then what
value are all of these material things going to be to me? If my Master comes for me
tonight, all of these things that I've been worried about, all of these things that I've been
giving so much time to, what value will they be to me at that point?

Now the way to maintain my proper attitude towards the material world is to be as a
servant who is waiting for his Lord. If | am living with that concept of life, then | don't
have to worry about an improper attitude towards material things. | have the proper
attitude, because | am not going to be caught up in the material things. Because |
realize that they are not important. My relationship with God is all important. And | am
like a servant who is waiting for his Lord. And when my Lord appears, | want to be ready
for Him, and able to open the door immediately.

so that when the lord knocks, they may open to him immediately (Luk 12:36).

Jesus said that's the way you should be. Not a lot of unfinished business when the Lord
comes. "Oh wait, oh | wasn't ready, Lord. Oh, you caught me by surprise. Would you
mind waiting for a few hours, while | get things cleaned up here?"

Now our Lord is coming at any moment. Every other concept of life has its goal in view.
And you can pretty well ascertain when it will be achieved. Life is a race. If you are
running a race, you know where the goal is. You know how many laps you have to finish
before you come to that finish line. Life is an education, you know how many more units
you need to graduate. But | don't know when the Lord is going to come. | don't know
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what is the climax. The climax can take place at any moment. It can take place before |
get home tonight. It can take place before | wake up in the morning. And when He
comes there will be two sleeping in the bed. It could be that | be asleep in bed when the
Lord comes knocking, and | want to be ready to just go immediately. Good thing to just
clean the slate before you go to sleep at night. Take care of it. "Lord, | commit myself to
you." He may come before morning. And that's the way the Lord wants you to live,
because it creates a greater urgency to everything | do. Because this may be my last
opportunity to do it. My last opportunity to share the love of Jesus Christ. My last
opportunity to serve the Lord. My last opportunity to lay up treasures in heaven. And so
your concept of life is as a servant waiting for his Lord. It has a lot to do with my life, as
far as purity is concerned.

And he who lives by this concept, he who has this hope in him, purifies himself, even as
He is pure. It is a purifying influence living this concept of life. | want to make sure that |
am pure. | want to make sure that | am right. | want to make sure that | am ready to
meet my Lord at any moment. So that when He comes, you may open immediately.

And blessed are those servants, who when the lord comes he will find watching: verily |
say unto you, that he shall gird himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and will
come forth and serve them (Luk 12:37).

Now that's the thing that just absolutely is hard for me to really conceive. The Lord's
reward for His faithful servants who are girded, waiting for their Lord. Ready to open,
watching for Him to come. What's He going to do? He is going to gird Himself and serve
them. The glorious marriage feast of the lamb. The Lord is going to be there and say, "I
am going to be here to serve you." Oh, my.

Now if he shall come in the second watch, or come in the third watch (Luk 12:38),

And these are watches during the night, you don't know what watch He is going to
come, the second, or the third, but the thing is, be ready. So that whatever time the Lord
may come, you will be ready.

and if he finds them girded [waiting for the Lord], blessed are those servants. And this
know, that if the goodman of the house had known what hour the thief was coming, he
would have watched, and he would have not allowed his house to be broken in through.
So therefore be ready also: for the Son of man is coming at an hour when you think not
(Luk 12:38-40).

Now how many of you believe that the Lord is coming in the next hour? Honestly, | don't
think any of us believe He is coming in the next hour; we probably wouldn't be sitting
here. There is a little bit of unfinished business I'd like to take care of, you know. A few
calls I want to make. Watch out. The very fact that you don't think He is coming in the
next hour makes it a good candidate. For the Son of man is coming in an hour when
you think not.
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Then Peter said unto him, Lord, is this parable for us, or is it for everybody? And the
Lord said, Who is that faithful and wise steward, whom his lord will make ruler over his
household, to give them their portion of meat in due season? (Luk 12:41-42)

Who is that faithful servant that the Lord is going to make a ruler in His household in the
kingdom of God?

Blessed is that servant, whom the lord when he comes shall find him so doing (Luk
12:43).

So doing what? Watching for the Lord. As a servant, girded, waiting for his Lord.
Of a truth | say unto you, that he will make him the ruler over all that he has (Luk 12:44).
Jesus said, "And in that day | will say unto them on the right hand, '‘Come, ye blessed of

the Father, inherit the kingdom that was prepared for you from the foundations of the
earth™ (Matthew 25:34).

As John is describing Jesus in the first chapter of Revelation 1, he said, "Unto Him who
loved us, and gave Himself for us, who has made us on to our God a kingdom of
priests, and we shall reign with Him, upon the earth.” He said, "l will make him the ruler
over all that | have."

But here is a warning:
If that servant says in his heart, [Oh,] My lord is going to delay his coming (Luk 12:45);

"The Lord isn't going to come until after the revelation of the antichrist. He is going to
delay His coming until after the tribulation period. Or He is going to delay His coming
until Russia moves, or whatever." Hey, the Lord can come at any moment, and He
wants you to be ready for Him to come at any moment.

Now there is always a danger of saying the Lord is delaying His coming. That is a
dangerous and pernicious doctrine and thought. Because the effect of it is so often
slothfulness. The Lord is delaying His coming; let's have a big party.

and he begins to beat the menservants and the maidens, and he begins to drink, and be
drunken; The lord of that servant will come in a day when he is not looking for him, at an
hour when he is not ready, and he will cut him in two, and will appoint him his portion
with the unbelievers. And that servant, which knew the lord's will, and prepared not
himself, neither did according to his will, will be beaten with many stripes. But he that
knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. [And
here is the key:] For unto whom much is given, of him shall be much required; and to
whom men have committed much, of them they will ask the more (Luk 12:45-48).
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God holds you responsible for your knowledge. Knowledge creates responsibility before
God. And having the knowledge that you have, brings you into a greater responsibility
before God. God holds you responsible.

Jesus said:

| am come to send fire on the earth; and what will 1, if it already is kindled? But | have a
baptism to be baptized with; and how | might straitened until it is accomplished! (Luk
12:49-50)

He is talking about the fire of hell that was really burning against Him in the hearts of the
people. It's already kindled this fire, the fire of judgement. And He has a baptism, that
baptism of death.

Do you suppose that I've come to give peace on earth? | tell you, No; a division (Luk
12:51):

The Gospel of Jesus Christ divides men. Those who are saved, and those who are
lost. Those who believe, and those who do not believe. Those who have a hope in
eternal life, those who have no hope of eternal life. The Gospel of Christ is a divider of
men. Families are divided by it.

And so from now on there will be five in one house divided, three against two, two
against three. The father divided against his son, the son against his father; the mother
against the daughter, the daughter against the mother; the mother-in-law against her
daughter-in-law, and the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law (Luk 12:52-53).

This division that the Gospel created, and especially so in the Jewish home, where so
often to receive Jesus Christ wrought a complete ostracizing from the rest of the family.
What a division their faith in Jesus Christ did create in an orthodox Jewish home. Where
many times they would have a funeral for that child and considered them dead, because
they dare to believe that Jesus was the Messiah, the chosen one of God. The division.

Now He is talking to His disciples up to this point, now He turns to the crowd.
And he said to the people, When you see a cloud rise out of the west, immediately you

say, Oh there is going to be a shower; and so it is. And when you see the south wind
blow, you say, Oh, it's going to be a hot day today; and it comes to pass (Luk 12:54-55).

Over there, of course, from the west would be coming from the Mediterranean Sea. So
like here, when you got the clouds coming in from the ocean, you say, "Oh, oh, we are
going to have a shower." You get the Santa Ana winds blowing, you say, "Oh, oh, it's
going to be a hot one today." So over there, much the same.

And Jesus said,

Page 9 of 11


https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/luk/12/49/s_985049
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/luk/12/49/s_985049
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/luk/12/51/s_985051
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/luk/12/51/s_985051
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/luk/12/52/s_985052
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/luk/12/54/s_985054

You hypocrites, you can discern the face of the sky and of the earth; but how is it that
you can't discern this time? (Luk 12:56)

In other words, you are able to tell by the signs in the heavens what kind of a day it's
going to be, rainy, or hot. Why is it that you haven't been able to read the signs that God
has placed for the time of the coming of the Messiah?

And He rebuked them, because they had not known the time of His coming. They
should have.

Now | feel that the same is true for us today. The Lord has given ample evidence by
prophesy, telling in advance the things that would exist at the time of the return of Jesus
Christ. Having given us the signs of these things, He said, "Now when you see these
things begin to come to pass, look up and lift up your head, for your redemption draweth
nigh" (Luke 21:28).

And yet, there are people who are able to make predictions of the stock market, or able
to make weather predictions, or they can predict and forecast many things, but they are
not aware of the fact that we are in the last days. And in the end of time. And the same
kind of spiritual blindness over the return of Christ. And even many ministers will sort of
mock the idea of the immanency of the return of Jesus Christ. How sad that people are
just as ignorant of His second coming as they were His first.

He said,

Yes, and why even of yourselves judge ye not what is right? (Luk 12:57)

Why can't you yourself make a good judgment?

Now He said,

When you go with your adversary to the magistrate (Luk 12:58),

You've got problems; you are being involved in a suit.

as you are in the way, give diligence that you may delivered from him (Luk 12:58);

Seek an out of court settlement is what the Lord is saying.

lest he hale you to the judge, and the judge deliver you to the officer, who cast you into

prison. | tell you, you won't get out, until you paid the very last mite [which is one eighth
of a cent] (Luk 12:58-59).
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Open Door Bible Church
Church Outing and Baptism 2022

Wednesday August 24th, regardless of weather
(No Bible study on Wed. Aug 24)

Baptism & Church outing at White Lake State Park
Come any time after 10 am and spend the day
Outing ends at dusk.

There will be no admission charge
Tell the attendant at the gate,
you are part of church group using the Pavilion

Please bring modest bathing suits.

Dinner will be served at 5:30 pm.
Church will provide hot dogs with all the fixings and drinks.

Please bring salad or dessert to share.

Baptism will be at 6:30 pm.
Those wanting to be Baptized need to speak to Pastor John and take
a short instruction class.
Please bring something to be Baptized in and a dry set of clothes.

If you have any questions call Pastor John’s cell phone 508-380-0471
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