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August memory verse: Romans 6:14-17 (NKJV)  
14  For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but 

under grace.  
15  What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? 

Certainly not!  
16  Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, 

you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, 

or of obedience leading to righteousness?  
17  But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed 

from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered.  
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And he walked in the sins, which his father had done before him: his heart was not 
completely towards the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father. Nevertheless 
for David's sake the LORD gave him the lamp in Jerusalem, to set his son after him, 
and establish Jerusalem: Because David did that which was right in the eyes of the 
LORD, and turned not aside from any thing that he commanded in all the days of his 
life, [except in the case of Bathsheba,] the matter of Uriah the Hittite (1Ki 15:3-5).  

That's the place where David stumbled and fell badly.  

Now there was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all the days of his life. The rest 
of the acts of Abijam, and all that he did, they also are in the book of the chronicles of 
the kings of Judah (1Ki 15:6-7)?  

So we'll get more on Abijam later.  

And Abijam slept with his fathers; they buried him in the city of David: and Asa his son 
reigned in his stead. Now in the twentieth year of Jeroboam (1Ki 15:8-9)  
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So Abijam had a very short reign. And still in Judah.  

Asa now reigned over Judah. Forty-one years he reigned in Judah. And Asa did that 
which was right in the eyes of the LORD, as David his father. And he took away the 
sodomites out of the land (1Ki 15:9-12),  

And part of his reformation.  

he removed all of the idols which his father had made. He also got rid of his mother from 
being the queen, because she had made an idol in a grove; and he destroyed her idol, 
and burnt it there near the brook Kidron. And the high places, however, were not 
removed: however, Asa's heart was perfect with the LORD all of his days. And he 
brought in the things which his father had dedicated, and the things which he himself 
had dedicated, into the house of the LORD, silver, gold, vessels. Now there was war 
between Asa and Baasha the king of Israel all of their days (1Ki 15:12-16).  

So the time of Asa, you remember he reigned forty-one days. And so Baasha became 
the king over Israel up in the northern tribes.  

And Baasha the king of Israel came against Judah, and he started building the city of 
Ramah (1Ki 15:17),  

Which is the present-day city of Ramallah, which he intended to be a fortified city and 
he was going to cut off all of the supplies that were coming into Jerusalem. So Asa took 
the silver and gold out of the temple, and he sent it up to Syria, to Benhadad, who at 
this time was ruling over Syria.  

And he said, "We have a mutual defense pact and I'm asking you now to honor it. Take 
this silver and gold and I want you to attack Baasha, the king of Israel."  

So the Syrians attacked up in the north part of the city of Dan, up around the Golan, 
began to take the cities. They actually invaded all the way down to Cinneroth, which is 
Galilee or the Sea of Galilee, the area of Naphtali and all. And when Baasha heard that 
they had been invaded from the north, he took his troops from the building of this 
fortified city of Ramah and they went to face the Syrians. And of course, then Asa came 
out with his men and they took all of the materials they had brought for this fortified city 
and they built a couple of cities with it. But Baasha did not return.  
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Now it seems like brilliant strategy and yet, as we get into Chronicles, we find that God 
rebuked Asa for this. And Chronicles does expand upon Asa's reign so much more and 
we find some very fascinating and interesting lessons concerning king Asa when we get 
to the Chronicles. Now in his later years, he became diseased in his feet and he died of 
this foot disease.  

In Chronicles, there is an intimation that because he sought the aid of the physicians 
and inquired not of the Lord, he died of the disease. In other words, the intimation is that 
had he really just prayed and asked God, God would have healed him. But his heart 
was turned from the Lord in the later years.  

So Asa slept with his father: and Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his place (1Ki 15:24).  

Now shift gears, go back to Israel. Northern tribe again. We leave the southern tribe. 
We've had it, succession of kings, Rehoboam and then Abijam his son reigning for three 
years, Asa taking over. And then Jehoshaphat the son of Asa.  

Now back in the Northern Kingdom.  

Nadab the son of Jeroboam (1Ki 15:25)  

Jeroboam was the one that God had prophesied against.  

began to reign over Israel in the second year of Asa the king of Judah, and he reigned 
for only two years. He did evil in the sight of the LORD, he walked in the way of his 
father, and in the sins wherein his father caused Israel to sin. And Baasha the son of 
Ahijah, of the house of Issachar, conspired against him (1Ki 15:25-27);  

So here's the third Ahijah we have here.  

and Baasha smote him at Gibbethon. In the third year of Asa the king of Judah did 
Baasha slay him, and he reigned in his stead. And it came to pass, when he reigned, 
that he smote all of the house of Jeroboam; he not did not leave any that breathed, until 
he had destroyed the entire descendants, even as the word of the Lord had come to 
him by Ahijah the prophet from Shiloh: Because of the sins of Jeroboam whereby he 
sinned, made Israel to sin, and the provocation whereby he provoked the LORD to 
anger. Now the rest of the acts of Nadab, are in [the books that we don't have] the 
books of chronicles of Israel? And there was war between Asa and Baasha the king of 
Israel all their days. And in the third year of Asa, Baasha began to reign over Israel and 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/1ki/15/24/s_306024
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/1ki/15/25/s_306025
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/1ki/15/25/s_306025


Commentary on 1 Kings chapter 15, by Chuck Smith 8.31.22 

Jeroboam 10 Tribes, Northern Kingdom, known as Israel, Solomon’s servant, bad 
kings 

Rehoboam 2 Tribes, Judah and Benjamin, Southern Kingdom, known as Judah, 
Solomon’s son, some good kings 

 
 

Page 4 of 4 
 

he reigned for twenty-four years. He did evil in the sight of the LORD, and walked in the 
way of Jeroboam, and his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin (1Ki 15:27-34).  
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